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Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls! If you will direct your attention to the
center ring you will see Clyde Beatty taming the most feraious letterhacks in exist-
ence, the Wallendas (the two left...) balancing between fannishness and sercon, and
all in all, 45 pages of the Greatest Showthrough On Earthl....

Running a genzine is something like watching a circus, or like the vaudeville act
Rube Goldberg once drew: you spend hours preparing a complicated and intricate trick
with lots of equipment, and ". = *. . after it's all over nobody knows what it was
about. That was brought home this time while I was arranging what, unbeknownst to me,wac
the special fanhistorical issue you have in your hands. A couple articles I intended
to build the issue around didn't turn up; there's nothing new to that in fandom. But
if you look hard enough and convolute the notion enough diffferent ways, everything
in here seems to have something to do with fanhistory, however near or far removed.

Trust me...

THE OLD CON GAME For the genuine sensation of feeling completely out of it, I must
recommend walking into the fourth day of the Westercon. July 3 I

wandered into the lobby of the Edgewater Hyatt House in Long Beach. Right off I could
tell there was something different about me; I was awake. One LASFS fellow was sunk
into the soft purple couch next to the registration table catching up on the last 20
year's worth of Poul Anderson novels. Others were sprawled through the iron bars that
formed the stair railing, dead on a couch in an alcove that egressed to the coffee
shop, or, as Fred Patten soon was, alertly seated at the card tables set up by the

door hawking memberships in competition with Cwen Hannifen for future Westercons. My
wallet quickly emptied, I then made my way to look for some othexr people.

Question: is it unfannish to miss part of a major regional over the July 4 weekend
because one is attending a pair of ball games? Rnyway, that was my reason for being
able to come in three days late. And if it is not unfannish, it is certainly ridicu-
lous to drive to San Francisco on the one weekend when I knew everyone I might want
to see would be in LA. But I did that too. My brother and I fetched ourselves up to
Candlestick Park to watch the Dodgers get the living daylights stomped out of them.
You have never seen so many happy Giants fans in your life. Willie McCovey made a
grand slam home run on sunday. B#7 thrill for Giants fans. Not for me. Against the
Dodgers Henry Aaron almost made a grand slam single one time. Which, for those un-
familiar with the parlance, is a sarcasm.

Dave and I drove five-and-a-half hours up the recently-opened San Joaquin Valley
stretch of Interstate 5. That's five-and-a-half hours through the Big Wothing, de-
serted fields and desolate hills pardlelling the highway for miles that turn into
hours, power towers that parade in line across flat land, skirting the rare orchard or
tilled field, pounding under concrete dry gullies and dusty fords. The old way on 99
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< TELEPATHY A MODERN MYTHE
EY PERKY CHAPDELAINE

Although the idea of telepathy may be jst? Can you do it? Can I?
as o0ld as is the human race, and a func=~

tion early ascribed to gods, or the magic “when I use a word,” Humpty Dumpgy

and maliciousness of nature, or the pe- said, in a rather scornful tone, "it means
culiar properties of super heroes, it has  just what I choose it to mean -= no more,
recently seemed to me that modern con~ no less."

cepts of telepathy remain about as fuzzy

as long-haired Persian pussy cats. "The question is," said Alice, "whethe:z

P you can make words mean SO many different
"Telepathy is real!" shouts one fac- things."

tion, reeling out long anecdotes connect-
ed with dreans, unusual comncidences, or "The question is," said Humpty Dumpty,
1

certain daily experiences unquestionably mwhich is to be the master == that's all.”®
causally connected.

1. Through the Looking Glass, Lewis Car-

"A sham!" cries the other faction. roll, Random House, New York, NY 1946 p.9d
"pelusion -- nonsense -~ freakish events,
sport happening --." " And so Lewis Carroll's Through the
A Looking Glass characters heautifully de-
And so it goes. scribe my sentiments on telepathy, and
its modern practitioners who confuse
Telepathy? Is it real? Does it ex- clairvoyance, precognition, and telepathy,
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North Hollywood, Calif. I am Official Collator, while einstein is Chief Arbiter,
the constitutional officer responsible for resolving Solomon-style the fictional ox
other hassles that may arise. The first distribution is out, 37pp, cover by Harness,
contribs by Harness, Goodman, Glyer, Svoboda, Kramer, Wein stein, Swanson, Nielson,
Corber, Girard, Tepper and maybe someone else I've forgotten. New members will get
the first disty first-come etc. basis while they last. >

crudziner AT LARGE Ask any veteran crudziner to talk shop if you dare. I. . warn
you that he can tell horror stories by the hour. In the past
couple issues my brief editorials I've spieled out at the deader end of a deadline,
usually after I have been wrestling with the mimeo for many hours already. The same
is true this time. But I have whipped part of the problem. Now I xerox all the let-
ters I write and have expanded some of the better paragraphs for use here. Half the
stuff in this editorial is still new, but using the letters really works. Not quite
as simple as building whole gzines around a diary format, as Geis and Goodman do.But
not as much work either. At least this way when I approach the typer mid-run for some
commentary I won't have a mimeo fixation,  and weakly drool out the first things that

come to mind.
(1.2 ] RNRR [ 2. X ]

It seems that every new fanzine that comes out which aspires to he a 'class' fan-
zine (and lord knows we want to be a class fanzinel) always solicits essays and ad-
vice from professional writers or big-name fanzine editors. They then publish these
essays or bits of advice in their first issue to demonstrate that to which they aspire.
Hardly being one to rock the boat (*love everybody, peace brother*) I figured to do
the same when PRE got started.

At the beginning this fanzine's new name was going to be HIPPOPHAGY, which means
"eater of horse flesh". Its symbol would be a hippo eating a horse. Cool? You bet.
After weeks of thought, throwing out bad suggestions like GLYERCOMA and BACK SPACE,
I figured this was it. So the first thing I did was write to Geis, who edited SFR.
Isn't that what you'd do?

He says: "HIPPOPHAGY may be one of the worst fanzine names yet conceived. Why
not GLYERCOMA? Why not BACK SPACE?" Goldurn censored deleted!

So I forgot Geis. Who needs him. He probably wears T-shirts embroidered with "One
In Ten Thousand Defect." This letter was the one. Next I wrote to another Famous
Fanzine Editor, John Braziman. I read about him in New Elliptic #7 (NE, of course,
being one of the great fmz of our time, placing #26 out of 29 on the 1970 Egcboo Poll.)
In that issue Braziman was at his finest, saying all kinds of things strange and mar-
velous, even "Shave and a haircut, two bits."

I asked John what words of wisdom he might have stored up for such as me. He told
me. I told him I couldn't print that sort of stuff in my magazine. He asked why not,
when everybody else could. I told hi m. ' John nodded, and said,"VWrite this down."

“Now every fanzine has to have at least three things: superb reproduction, excel-
lent contributors, and outasight art." I told him to slow up, I couldn’'t spell the
last word. "Oh, A-R-T. As I was saying, these three things are most important."

"ah," I agreed. "You mean I have to get my magazine run offset, or if by mimeo,.
electrostencilled. 2and I should have Ray Bradbury, Robert Heinlein, and Roger Zelaz-
ny in everxy issue. Then I should get reprints of Rembrandt's etchings and Picasso's

graphic portfolios." "Wrong," John snorted. I was crestfallen. "They might make a
nice magazine, but it won't get you any electroplated cigars. ¥hen you run a fanzne,
you're s..pposed to have things about fan types by fan types in it." "oh, I seel"

I chattered. “I should have things written and drawn by me and my friends.: Then our
overwhelming sincerity, talent, and relevance will win us awaxrds."

"You sure you're in the right house, kid?" John asked. "If you want status, forget
{continued way back on page 44]
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cepted the opportunity to spiritually join the audience. Afterwards I split, just
when the lobby was £illing up with people getting set to hit the open parties, and
people who had been lost during the heat of the day searching for a public water
fourtatn -~ of which there were none. That lack was the only gripe I heard about the
whole con, so for all the problems ° the Con committee faced Tina Hensel, Ed Cox,
and Dave Hulan produced a remarkably successful convention; a success partially due
to the fusion with Mythcon, I strongly suggest.

DOES ANYBODY KHOW VHAT TIME IT IS ? DOES ANYBODY REALLY It should

prove inter-
esting to find out who ends up with the Hugo for fanartist. Dan Goodman wants Kirk;
if I were a betting man (rather, if anyone was taking bets!) I'd say Canfield will
take it. But Rotsler got my number one vote. He may even have received Canfield's
(see lettercol), and deservedly. The fanartist Hugo has evaded the grasp of Bill Rots-
ler since before I ever heard of him. Wwithout slamming his work (in fact tris whole
essay is headed in the other direction) I must express doubt that Bill will cver win
it: the supply of excellent conventional artists is expanding, not declining. Though
the fanzine contributors of the 60s have picked up their silver rockets, Barr, Kirk,
Austin, others, There is'another tide of names sweeping in: Canfield, Shull, Scott,
Faddis, Fabian, McLeod, some newer than others, of course. In turn they will pick up
their batons to continue the Hugo relay race. And relay it seems since before this
year the pattern saw the prize given to different artists each year with the same
bunch getting into the race. And while Rotsler has been out on the track running
with the rest of them, voters have neglected to hand him anything.

Rotsler has had the backing of many, the votes of some, and the loud support of
a few. Even Geis with wide-ranging SFR couldn’t promote the much-earned Hugo. Despite
the soapboxing of faneds and other artists, fandom's most prolific cartoonist retains
a mantel virgin to award-holding. ({If you see no irony in that, check your pulse --
you died five minutes ago.]}
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A Rotsler cartoon in Enercumen announced "This is my 1000th fanzine appearance."
A thousand psychological stabs, a millenial file of aliens, rocks, girlies, Harry
Warnerisms, starships, fantasts, Kongs, horrific landscapes, fortresses. The hainstuff
of Rotsler inked onto paper, scientifiction’s rorschach. Expressions of the maximum
in the minimum of line. Others predictably follow realism or semi-photographic tech-
niques of shadow and stark contrast, while another batch is fantasy-oriented. Rotsler
is his own trend, not as easily classifiable. Not quite the Picasso of fandom, he
still manages to generate some of the same controversy. “Is it art? And if Rotsler
were really the best would he not have won a long time ago?# ell I'll be back next
time to tell you if he really was the best this trip around. Maybe 1'll be glad
there wasn't anyone to take my bet.

THE GALACTIC LEAGUE Speaking generally of apas, one usually doesn't hear about them
in genzines unless that genzine has ripped something off from
one of them. This time I want to talk about an apa that is getting under way here-
abouts. It is in a manner of speaking a writer's workshop, a fiction apa. It is de-
signed for intermember fictional participation,set in the same universe,operating
under the same physical laws. Within these limits is available plenty of room to de-~
velop your own worlds and characters. There is a history open enough to let a lot of
things be introduced into the scheme of the League, but that there is a history and
constitution at all is chiefly to avoid disruptive personality conflicts of the type
which ruined an early writer's workshop group of zines involving Coventry. Dues are
a buck, minac is 3 single-spaced pages every other month (distributions are monthly).
Members arrange their own printing and agents for mailing copies. If you want a copy
of the rules let me know, or you can also write Elliot leinstein, 7001 Park Manor Ave.
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took three hours longer, but was more interesting as it went through Bakersfield, and
hillecks and farmland, with a constant procession of turnouts and other sights. 1In
the Big Nothing it can be 30 miles between offramps, and you don't bother watching

the speedometer (since your foot is petrified on the accelerator to provode between
75-80 mph) but you watch your fuel gauge , since stops are far between. It gets really
boring and Twilight-Zonish because at one stage of the trip they have gotten the road
signs reversed -- one time you're 232 miles from San Francisco. Ten minutes/miles
later you're 242 miles away -- but heading it that direction all the while.

Leaving Patten, Hannifen and my money behind in the lobby, I wandered over to the
art show to see if anyone I knew was about. 1In the art show was an amazing variety of
matter, inclduing Tim Kirk's Tolkien master's thesis (six or seven paintings, several
of which were supremely ingenious interpretations of scenes from the LotR). here
was also Don Simpson's interprectation of a Barsoomian warship, made from adapted plas-
tic model parts. And Jim McLeod had a panel with some ink drawings Docn Fiich, famed
Galactic Observer, was fiercely bidding for. Two I recognized from the recent FNER-
GUMEN folio of McLeod's art. It might be more of a service for artists to note which
of their ink drawings have been published when they are offered for sale. Not all
(if many) competitors were trying to get the art for publication, but on the other
hand, I didn't bid for any of !cLeod s emcellent drawings because I didn't fancy re-
running something NERG, ALGOL etc. had widely distributed in the last six months.

After lunch I came back and found some more of the partiers back in action. The
Wombat Mob, Putrifaction and adherents to Emperor Jackson were out in force. The
Mythopoeic con attendees in their costumes (doubtless SCA members) brightened the
scene, and for all that was sucttlebutted around I was glad to see them around. With
Dan Goodman and iMatthew Tepper I hit the closing speech to MYTHCON given by Poul
Anderson,as he punctuated his sentences with draights of ale. A game of Risk was kept
hopping in the lobby by some fans and SCA-ers, one of the former turning out to be
Mark Anthony, a Pheonix fan who may someday help break Westercon loose from Californ-
ia.

Also part of the entertainment at the one day I spent attending was David Gerrold
in the ¢ "* auction. The man's modesty underwhelms me at times. On the other hand, by
now he must have more books on the stand than any other as relatively new to the fi-
eld. (Space Skimmer, With A Finger In My I, Generation, Protostars, Yesterday's Chil-
dren all come té mind.) But there he is up on the platform, in front of the view win-~
dow of the Galleon Room where the sun is setting, huckstering "I Was a Nymphomaniac*
by "Edgar McCann" (or some such name). The hooker was that "There is a person who
is here at the Westercon and can autograph this book." ould you believe Bob Silver-
berg? Reckon this was how he was filling his bark account so that, as the bromide
goes, he can now afford to write brilliantly. The bacover blurb was ridiculous --
numerous horny characters, mostly female. Gerrold asked Silverberg if he‘'d written
it ~-- Silverberg had not denied it. The pb went for a couple bucks. Wish I could be
around when the purchaser hits Silverbob for an autograph.

Also auctioned off was a copy of Space Skimmer with the spiel "This is going to
be on the Hugo ballot next year -- and remember how you missed out on getting this
year's nominated books. 'I can't find Dragonquest! I can't find Lathe of Heaven!' So
get this copy in advance and you won't have that problem." It went for cover price,
as I recall. Gerrold turned a mundane (though well-run) auction into a show; a B
feat only a few can accomplish.

The real reason I was lurking around at all was that I had promised Ed Cox to rep-
resent Sylmar In '84's convention bidding committee in the Future of the Westercon
panel. Possibly as an appropriately 1984-ish warning as to what might happen if they
Don't Watch Out. Got to meet Bob Vardeman, Roy Tackett, Frank Denton Bill Tuning (sp?)
and a couple of others at the session, and they, along with Mark Anthony, Dan Goodman
Tom Digby and Fred Patten kept up an interesting conversation =-- I gratefully ac-
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and snarl together vague subliminal re-
sponses with dreams, rationalizations, and
real life.

Central to the problem: "Does telepathy
exist?" Of course, should transmission be
shown of same sort of signals from one
human to another by means other than norm-
al, then telepathy exists. Contrariwise,
if such signals do not occur, no informa-
tion is transferred, and telepathy does
not exist. T

Desiring to share my then current spec-
ulations about ways and means for estab-
1sihing the existence of telepathy in
1956, I wrote to a well-known, popular-
ized, supposedly reputable investigator of
parapsychology, Dr. J. B. Rhine of Duke
University. I had concluded that'‘the prob
lem of proving the existence of telepathy
lay not with the faults in experimental
design, or paucity of statistics, but
rather with lack of aceeptance coefficient
among at least electronic engineees and
biologists. Instead of statistical runs
and statistical averages, I thought that
squiggles on paper which corresponded to
squiggles on another paper, whenever the
telepathic phenomenon was supposed to have
occurred, would be readily accepted.

The assumptions underlying my experi-
mental design? required two emotionally-

2. See "Brass Tacks," Astounding Science
Fiction, Street & Smith Publishing Co.,
New York, NY, August 1956, page 154, for
copy of the letter mailed to Dr. JB Rhine

bound human pairs such as mother-child,
father-child, husband-wife, and so forth.
To test the conjecture, I designed an ex-
perimental plan which would deliberately
create intense terror in one person. Meas
uring fluctuating bilogical responses from
both subjects at the same time, with the
aid of electro-encephalographs, cardio-
graphs and galvancmeters, for example,
ought to show similar squiggles from both
subjects even though separated by walls
and distances. .

Innocently imagining Dr, Rhine as a far
seeing, taboo-erasing inwestigator, a man
of the future, indeed, I mailed my propos-=
al. I received a reply from an ohscure
graduate student who not only suggested

that the technique I had designed to cre-
ate terror in the subject was too severe,
and that, ".,.perhaps ‘you should use pin-
pricks instead, and conduct statistical
gtudies similar to ours.” Had that stu-
dent been mine, I would have flunked her -
on her inability to read the English lang-
uage, for obviously she had overlooked

the major thesis of the letter's argument.

A few weeks after this 1956 incident,
while browsing through the library, I
found a book written by Dr. Rhine which
was devoted chiefly to how clever he'd
been in evolving a certain mechanical
technique for his answering mail. It seem~
ed that literally everyone's letters could
be categorized into posteriori slots,
after which more or less form letters
could be mailed out td each correspondent
by graduate students.

Disgusting.

In effect this book told of a man who
saw only his own projected categories in

‘the world of letters, who trained his

graduate students to force similar re-
sponses to unmatching stimuli -- and many
of these same students later received
advanced degrees:

But other arguments than mine have
raged for well over a generation on the,
soundness of Dr. Rhine's telepathy exper~
iments at Duke University. Some have ..
argued that Rhine's work is statistically
sound but the experimental design is wrong.
Others favor the design but not the stat-
istics. |

‘William Feller, Higgins Professor of

~ Mathematics at Princeton, in his brilliant

discussion on the application of probabil-
ity theory and statistical design to prac-
tical scientific applications has this

to say:

"another favorite method of producing
'significant differences’' is to test only
selected portions of the data. The pro-
cedure is extensively used in many fields
and is illustrated by an example takén
from an early volume of the Journal of
parapsychology. To test his extraseénsory
ability, a 'prominent experimental physir
cist' made a series of 3,500 card guesses

.



FIGURE ONE: Number of Number of correct guesses
quesses exceeding chance
Morning, Well: 2,100 56
Evening, tired: 1,100 -29
Morning, ill: 300 -16

in which the probability of a hit was 1/5.
The expected number of guesses was there-
fore 700, whereas the experimenter oh-
tained 711 hits. The difference of 11
was not judged significant. However,

series was broken into three subseries
according to the time of day and the feel~
ing of the author. He presented the out=

come as abpve in Figure One.

the

“The subseries ‘morning well' has a
significant critical ratio of 2.99, and -
because of this the experimenter would
have us believe that he is endowed with
extrasensory perception despite his poor
overall performance. In this sense,
clairvoyance is, of course, absolutely
universal. The trouble is that breakfast
or lunch, fitness or illness, coffee oxr
beer, or combinations of these may be re-
quired to produce the desired effect --
and the nature of the favorable condit-
ions is subject to instant change.

"Wthen we contemplate the fantastic
successes of the various experimental sci-
ences and the ingenuity and imagination
that go into them, then it is saddening
that also this black magic passes for
art."3

3. Scientific Research, "Are Life Scien-
tists Overawed by Statistics?”, William
Feller, McGraw-Hill Publishing Company,
New York, MY, February 3, 1969, Vol. 4
Number 3, Pages 24-29.

So much for statistics. But what of
the scientific method, and proof?

The layman too often feels that the
scientist has "proved" a hypothesis.
Statistical null-hypothesis -- the test
most frequently used in study of supposed
telepathic pehnomena -- never proves a
hypothesis. Support of the null hypoth=-
esis -- the usual test ~- merely asserts
a certain probability of no difference
between two measures; while failure to .

IS TELEPATEY A MODERN MYTH?

support the null hypothesis is (1) never
final, (2) supports the hypothesis is
logically possible.

According to B. W. Lindgren, Univers-
ity of Minnesota, to test a hypothesis
often involves a type of infexence called
testing significance. A significance test
can lead to rejecting the hypothesis to
be tested. It cannot lead to accepting
the hypothesis. "Indeed, almost any par-
ticular model is sure to be wrong (except
perhaps when the possible states are fin-
jite in number or even countable), because
it is usually impossible even to specify
a particular state accurately enough, let
alone guess the true state with infinite
precision.”

4.Statistical Theory, B. W. Lindgren, The
Macmillan Company, New York, NY, 1968.
pages 304-305.

Respecting methodology, Rawcliffe,
lampooning Rhine, has this to add: 1In
some fairness to Rhine he is reputed to ha
have taken "up the challenge and vindica-
ted his claim that the results of experi-
ments could not be attributed to chance
alone. The arguments over ESP mathematics
were, in fact, something of a red herring
for there never had been much doubt that
the results attained by Rhine and other
ESP experimenters were due to causes
other than mere chance."?

S. Illusions and Delusions of the Super-
patural and the Occult, D. H. Rawcliffe,
Dover Publications, Inc., New York, NY
1959 p. 441

So much for methodology, and the opin-
ions of the reputable.

The labels telepathy and precognition
are often used interchangably without.
conscious awareness by many, If either
phenomenon is genuine, the phgsical based
mechanism for explaining or describing
the two must certainly be grossly differ-
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ent from one another. The following ex-
planation of correlations serves to illus-
trate not only the point of confusion, but
one misuse of statistics in "proving" the
existence of telepathy.

Let the set A represent the "guessed"
call of a sequence of numbers by the sub-
ject being tested for telepathic powers.
Let B representythe actual numbers deter=
mined (“sent") by a genuinely unbiased ex-
perimental design.

O N USRI el 0 08 B S it O T
Ui
B={f ...2,2,8,4,8,3,1,5,9,3,1,2,0,4,% ]

TIME Figure 2: Correlation of :“guessed"

-+4zet ) verzus "sent" (set B) one
digit numbers in hypothetical telepathy
experiment.

Suppose that a correlation study is
made of the relation between the elements
of set A and the elements of set B. Such
a measure, usually referred to as r, cor-
relation coefficient, would produce a num-
ber falling between +1 and -1, with 0 fal-
ling in-between., The closer x came to
either plus or minus one, the stronger
evidence is presented favoring the sending
and receiving of signals, if positive, add
the suppression of the sending and receiv=
ing of signals, if negative. The closer
to zero, the poorer the prediction of set
B by set A, thus the less evicdence for the
phenomenon.

In numerous experiments of telepathy
the correlation coefficient, r, as shcwn
by figure 2, has been near zero. Undaunt-
ed, experimenters have changed the nature
of the correlation as shown in figure 3,
retaining their data and using it in the
way shown.

A= [...4 2 4,6, 0 3 9, 1 1 1,5,7, 8 3 7, 4..]
AV \ \ \1 N
B= [...2 2,8, 5 9,3,1,9, 0 4 9, 1,.]

4,8, 3 ity
TIME Pigure 33 Arbitrary Change of Defin-
ition of "Corresponding" During Hy=
pothetical Telepathy Experiment.

Notice that the experimenters, unable
to find significant corrélation in the da-
ta of their oricinal experiment, now change
the meaning of corresponding, using the
same data. Naturally if no significant
correlation is found by jogging over one
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notch, such experimenters may jog over
two, or three, or n notches. Probability
theory indicates that if they will jog
over a sufficient number of notches, say
k, they will probably find a high corre-
lation at one of them, an event entirely
independent of whether or not telepathy
exists. The experimenters will nt only
have changed the nature of their experi=
ment, but will have found not telepathy,
but precognltlon, and presumably, as find-
ers, will be permitted to name their dis-
covery precognitor k, or' perhaps after
their own names. 3

The short history of modern and clas-
sical sciences convinces that a conjecture
which is to be properly tested must derive
from a conceptual framework, ard if that
conceptual framework is in error, measure-
ments will at best be inconclusive, a
state which seems to best describe modern
telepathy experiments.

A scientific hypothesis is merely an
arbitrary assumption made for the purpose
of making further judgements about one

thing or arother. It serves as a starting
poit for further theoretical and empiric-
al studies. If the hypothesis leads to
useful, practical results, its usefulness
is declared; and there is really only one
test for the validity of any scientific
hypothesis, the pragmatic one of results.
By this criterion telepathy, as a struct-
ured, identifiable scientific conept, mis-
erakly fails.

Recently I've made attempts to bring
myself up to date in parapsychologgcal
research. The first book I selevted at
random from the library shelves was again
Dr. J.B. Rhine's, and the caveman scrawl
inside said "...when examined experiment-
ally parapsychologic phenomena can be.
proved to be beyond the reach of physical
explanation."®

6. Parapsychology, JB Rhine and JG Pratt,
(Revised Second Printing), Charles (o7
Thomas, 1957)

This preposterous thcught was repeat-
ed again and again. Rhine and Pratt pre-
sumes tirat g&i possible ways of measuring,
studying and arrxanging presently known
physical phenomena and its laws have been

weighed against the "evidence" and found
wanting! Obviously both gentlmen must

PERRY A CHAPDELAINE



have an extraordinarily high precognitive -
factor to be able to prejudge the scientif-
ic method, and its future applications so
easily.

A more modern selection contained this
little plum: "Under the normal conditions
of the home and with tests as much like a
game as possible, Joan's mother succeeded
in having her 'guess' at some cards. Us-
ing the oxdirary ESP deck, in which five
is the expected chance number, she got
first fifteen, then eleven, then twelve,
and then only four correct out of the 25-
card pack. As ESP scores, of course,these:
were high, except for the last. They
cculd scarcely be explained as only ‘chance’
When she got to eleven, she was dawing
with a stick in the dirt. Uhen she got to
twelve her mother noted that she was 'non=
chalantly sucking a lollipop'. When she
got the final four, she had not wanted to
do it." TItalics are authors'.

Hidden Channels of the Mind, Louisa E.
Rhine, May 1967, pp 158-159.

An author has more privileges in an anec-
dotal book, certainly, so I wasn't distur-
bed by the informality, lack of experimen-
tal controls, or the hearsay appraoch.
what did disturn me was the sentence und-
erlined in italics, she had not wanted to
do it. Did Louisa Rhine's housemother
have perfect telepathy, so as to read her
daughter's mind? Did Louisa Rhine extend
her own strong para-normal abilities back-
ward in time, thus clarifying the situa=
tion for her book's sake? Even so, how
could Louisa Rhine jump from such knowl-
edge to the conclusion that "...novelty,
enthusiasm, interest -- fraom childhood to
old age -~ appears to be a necessary psych-
ological condition for positive scoring in
ESP tests."8 (8. Ibid.}

Reading Louisa Rhine's book convinced
me that she had started to step over a
¢rack and had ended up vaulting the Grand
Canyon.

I was fortunate in my early youth to
shake hands with the late Dr. Irving Lang-
muir who impressed many of us younger sci-
entists with his almost unique open-mind-
edness about fringe science while at the
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same time maintaining high acceptability
among the scientific elite. Just Iiataly
I've discovered a General Electrics zub-
lication which reports on several ci Dz,
Langmuir's early findings. Listzn to a
tape recording made of Dx. Lansruiz s
speech at the colloguium at the Inclls Re-
seach Eaboratory, Dec. 18, 1953. "Dvring

a day spent with Dr. Rhine at Dure Univers .
ity, the following conversatior rcovsred
between Dr. Langmuir and Dr. Rhin=z, ’‘Peo=
ple don't like me,' Dr. Rhine smid. 'I took
a lot of cards and sealed them up in en-
velopes and I put my code number on the

out side, and I didn't trust anybody to
know that code. Nobody!'

'Well,’ I said, 'that's interesting
-- interesting a lot, because you said
you'd published a summary of all the data
you had. And it comes cut to bea a 7. It
is within your power to take a larger per-
centage,efincluding those cards that are
sealed up in those envelopes which could
bring the whole thing back down to five.
Would you do that?'

*of course not,' he said,'that would
be dishonest.'

'Why would it be dishonest? The low
scores are just as significant as the high
ones, aren't they? They proved that there
is something there just as much...'.

I said,'Are you going to count them
or are you going to reverse the sign and
count them, or count them as credits?'

"No, No,' he said.

I said, 'wWhat have you done with them?
Are they in your book?'

'No.'

'Why, I thought you said that all your
vaues were in your book. Why haven't you
put those in?'

'Well,' He gaid,
to work them up.'

'Well, you know all the results, you
told me the results.'

'Well,' he said,'I don!t give out the
results until I've had time to digest them,'
I said, 'How matly of these things have

you?"*

He showed me f£iling cabinets =-- a
whole row of them. Maybe hundreds of
thousands of cards. He has a filing vab-
inet that has nothing but these things
that were done in sealed-up envelopes.

And they were the ones that gave the aver-
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age of five.

"ell, we'll let it stand at that. A
year or so later, he published a new volume
of his book. In that there's a chapter on
the sealed up cards in the envelopes and
they all come up to around seven. and noth-
ing is said about the fact that for a long
time they came down below five. You see,
he knows, if they came below five, he knows
that isn't fair to the public to misrépre-
sent this thing by including those things
that prove just as much a positive result
as though they came above. It's just a
trick of the mind that these people do to
try topite you and gf course it wouldn't
pe €air to publish.”"

9. Pathological Science, Dr. Irving Lang-
muir, "Transcribed anl edited by RN Hall,
Report No. 68-0~035, General Electric Re=-
gearch and Deveclopmant Center, 4/68 plo-1l.

(1) Rhine argues that high negative co-
rrelations are as important as high posi-
tive correlations. (2) If so, Langmuir
rebuttals, they should be counted together.
(3) Wot fair, says Rhine, I don't want to
mislead the public. (4) Then use all of
your data in the proper manner, says Lang=
muir. (5) Still not fair, rebuffs Rhine,
then I wouldn't have anything to show since
the scores wouldn't add up to the neutral
five.

pathological Sciences is highly recommend-
ed for all water-dowsers, flying saucer
fans, psi artists and other interesting
hebbyists. Especially I recommend Dr. Iz=
ving Langmuir's Table I, Symptoms of Pathe
ological Science. *V

10. 1bid, p.?7

I shortly discovered that those who had
affirmed the existence of telepathy in 1956
still did, only more so and for the wrong
reasons; and those who denied uthe exist-
ence of telepathy in 1955 still did, only
more so, and still for the wrong reasons.
iho was it said,"A man convinced against
his will is of the same opinion still?"

The case for telepathy heing outside

many billions might be assigned to the
task, could provide the necessary permu=
tations and combinations of presently
known, accepted physical laws and phenom=
ena during the next million years to fur-.
nish the proper foundation for such a
proof!

The scientific method has yet to be
triedl It is highly presumptuous of the
human animal to stubbornly maintain para=
mental phenomena as scientifically con-
firmed or infirmed, when there is a lack
of evidence that the scientific test has
been used. According to Rawcliffe, for
example, "There is no evidence that a sing-
le ESP experimenter has made a genuine
study of such factors as involuntary ar-~
ticulation, endophasic reactions, the un-
conscious disseminations and reception of
sensory cues, hyperactivity of the senses
and ideomotor reactions.” 11

11. Op. Cit., DH Rawcliffe, p. 438.

tnd of Part Omne

Perry Chapdelaine's article will be
concluded in the next issue. In this be-
ginning section he has reviewaed partially
the past history of scientific studies
about telepathy. In the concluding sec-
tion he will outline some of the factors
that must be considered, and questions
asked, wnen the scientific method is Ein-
ally applied to decide "Is Telepathy A
Modern Myth?"

THE ~1GHT WATCH -- Kees van Toorn

[continued from page‘Zﬁ]: the club's ac-
tivities and the club for morxe than 2
years. In vain, it seems, because at a
recent SFCD Poll so many people returned a
ballot that one vote could decide an award..

The Gexrman Rhodanpublishers' editors
have established a sort of general secre-
tariat to coordinate all efforts of the
readers of the series and be a sort of
general headquarters for the clubs i ‘hough-
out Germany. The latest counting gave
more than 700 clubs in Germany, -and re-
sulted in the publishing of a club maga-

ine. Offset, it 1is iree from":
the bounds of presently structured scilence o A R 3
{as Rhine has emphasized) is not only not iﬁgzrilcfitze:arégt :i: ii:ry
proved, but it is probably impossible to Thewils Postf;ch éll g e
prove. No group of humans, no matter how ¥ ) L =
R " B Rpco. ot burg 1/Germany & 2 Int 1 Reply
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FANHISTORY, ANYONE? When Bruce Pefz came up with this quiz fon APA-L not one person
had the nenve to try and answen. Some neadens may actually be able Zo answer the
questions -- but they and their answers involve enough strange and outrageous TLBTS
2o make that a sdde Lssue.

FolE T H

LASFS CHARACTERS-- MATCH THE COLUMNS:

1. Was awarded one of his own Fugghead Awards for A.Forrie Ackerman
taking up stamp collecting B.EQ Baker

2, Turned out to be a fink for the FBI C.Jane Gallion

3. Walked through a glass library door D.Jim Harmon

4. Bashed his way through a woocden hotel door E.Peter Kranold

5. Went AWOL to attend a Worldcon F.F. Towner Laney

6. Had Bible-burning outside the LASFS meeting room G.Betty Jo McCarthy

7. Filed a suit against 4e for “Actions detrimental to SF! H.Virginia Mill

8. Left periodically for Nevada to avoid LA's falling into sea I.John van Couvering
9, Stole a LASFS Library book to send to the Presideant of U.8. J.Bruce Pelz

10. Was elected Club Chowderhead & "Permanent Program" K.S.Davenport Russell
1l. Was elected Devil's-Advocate-At-Large L.T. Bruce Yerke

GENERAL FANHISTORY QUESTIONS

1, If you had a copy of the Swisher Index,
you would file it with:
A. The Science Fiction magagine collection C. The fanzine collection
B. The comic book collection D. The pornography collection
E. The phonograph record collection

2. The early SF Clubs were part of: A, The Cosmic Circle B. The Fantasy Foundation
€. Project Fan Club D. The Science Fiction League E. Operation Fantast

3. Fancyclopedia I was produced by: A. John Bristol Speer B. The NFFF C. LASFS
D. All of the above E. None of the abowve

4. The Special Fund that never came to fruition was: A, WAW With the Crew in '52
B. WAW to the Gate in '58 C. Bring Berry Across D. The Big Pond Fund
E. The Tenth Anniversary Willis Fund

5. The Reason it didn't was: A. Willis was run down by a car,
B. Nancy Sharz had an accident on her motoxcycle
C. Terry Carr set fire to his tent
D. Pete Graham sent out notices of WAW's death
E. Carl Brandon turned out to be three other guys, and his son was a Swede

6."Weak Eyes" Korshak couldn't see beyond: A. The cards in his poker hand
B. His own fanzine's excellence C. The first row of the audience
D. Gernsbackian science fiction E. New York fandomn

7. Bloch, Korshak, Esbach and Evans were noted as a group for being:

A, Professional writers B. A convention committee C. Fanzine publishers
D. Poker players E. Hovie script writers F. Drunks

BRUCE PELZ' FANHISTORY QUIZ thirteen THE QUESTIONS



8. SAPS - the Spectator Amateur Press Society -~ was formed
A. Because the waiting list for the Fantasy Amateur Press Assn. was too long.
B. Because the West Coast fans needed an amateur press they could run
C. As a joke, by a New Jersey group
D. To provide competition for the PAs then in existence

9. After Art Rapp, then a Michigan fan, got bombed to much a degree that the police
showed up, he dropped out of A. High school B. The army C. FAPA
D. Michigan fandom E. The University of Michigan F. Alcoholics Anonymous
[Warning: There are at least two correct an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>